[Hepatopulmonary syndrome in children: evaluation and treatment].
Hepatopulmonary syndrome is a rare disease that affects patients of any age with acute or chronic liver disease. Its diagnosis is based on the presence of hypoxemia and the demonstration of an intrapulmonary shunting by echocardiography with contrast or perfusion lung scanning. Pulmonary angiography is useful to demonstrate macroscopic arteriovenous communications. We describe five paediatric cases with a different natural history and evolution. Two of them were diagnosed with hepatopulmonary syndrome type 1, another two with type 2 and a fifth one with type 1 and 2, which required a different therapeutic approach in each case.